
Items that present the Greatest Achievement Gap between  
Passing and Non-Passing TASC Test Examinees 

Data from the 2014 administration of the TASC Test Assessing Secondary Completion™ was analyzed to identify skills in each content area 
that were most consistently demonstrated by examinees who passed the TASC test compared to students who did not pass the TASC test. 
The analysis was conducted as follows: 

First, the p-value* for each item was estimated for examinees who passed the TASC test and for examinees who did not pass the TASC test. 
Items were identified in each content area with the largest difference in p-value between passing and non-passing examinees. Next, content 
experts selected a minimum of 3 standards per objective with the greatest difference in p-value between passing and non-passing examinees 
(and where the difference was at least .25). The skills identified in each subject area and objective, identified below, were selected as the most  
representative of skills with the greatest achievement gap between passing and non-passing examinees.

* Percent of students responding correctly to an item 

Indicator Code  Skill/Description

A-SSE.1.a Interpret parts of an expression, such as terms, factors, and coefficients.

A-REI.3 Solve equations and inequalities in one variable. Solve linear equations and inequalities in one  
variable, including equations with coefficients represented by letters. 

A-CED.3 Create equations that describe numbers or relationships. Represent constraints by equations or 
inequalities, and by systems of equations and/or inequalities, and interpret solutions as viable or 
non-viable options in a modeling context. For example, represent inequalities describing nutritional 
and cost constraints on combinations of different foods. 

Mathematics 
Algebra
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Indicator Code  Skill/Description

F LE.5 Interpret expressions for functions in terms of the situation they model. Interpret the parameters in  
a linear or exponential function in terms of a context.

F IF.4 Interpret functions that arise in applications in terms of the context. For a function that models a  
relationship between two quantities, interpret key features of graphs and tables in terms of the  
quantities, and sketch graphs showing key features given a verbal description of the relationship.  
Key features include intercepts, intervals where the function is increasing, decreasing, positive,  
or negative; relative maximums and minimums; symmetries; end behavior; and periodicity. 

Functions

Indicator Code  Skill/Description

S-IC.4 Make inferences and justify conclusions from sample surveys, experiments, and observational studies. 
Use data from a sample survey to estimate a population mean or proportion; develop a margin of 
error through the use of simulation models for random sampling. 

S CP.3 Understand independence and conditional probability and use them to interpret data.  
Understand the conditional probability of A given B as P(A and B) /P(B), and interpret  
independence of A and B as saying that the conditional probability of A given B is the same as the 
probability of A, and the conditional probability of B given A is the same as the probability of B. 

Statistics and Probability 

Indicator Code  Skill/Description

G MG.2 Apply geometric concepts in modeling situations. Apply concepts of density based on area and  
volume in modeling situations (e.g., persons per square mile, BTUs per cubic foot).

G SRT.5 Prove theorems involving similarity. Use congruence and similarity criteria for triangles to solve  
problems and to prove relationships in geometric figures. 

G SRT.8 Define trigonometric ratios and solve problems involving right triangles. Use trigonometric ratios  
and the Pythagorean Theorem to solve right triangles in applied problems. 

Geometry

Indicator Code  Skill/Description

N Q.3 Reason quantitatively and use units to solve problems. Choose a level of accuracy appropriate to 
limitations on measurement when reporting quantities. 

Number and Quantity


