Post World War 2 : 
· Nuremberg Trials (1945-46): A series of trials that held various members of the Nazi Party and the Japanese Empire responsible for the war crimes and “crimes against humanity” that they had committed during World War 2.  
· United Nations (1945): A revamp of the League of Nations, the United Nations was an international organization that was meant to foster communication and cooperation between the world’s many countries. The U.N. is meant to help settle political dispute, deal with environmental issues, and prevent the type of horrors witnessed in WWII. 
· Unfortunately, the U.N. lacks the authority and resources to force countries to listen to / obey it and is often unable to prevent conflicts. 
· Declaration of Human Rights (1948): An announcement by the U.N. that outlined certain rights and privileges that everyone on earth deserved. These include 
· U.S. Occupation of Japan: The United States’ military occupied Japan after World War 2. The U.S. demilitarized Japan, helped establish a democratic government and rebuilt the Japanese economy. 
· Divide Germany / Divided Berlin: At the end of World War 2, Germany was divided among the major Allied combatants. Similarly, the city of Berlin (which was in East Germany) was also divided among the 4 major powers. 
What was the Cold War? [image: ][image: ]
· The Cold War was a political and ideological war between the United States of America and the Soviet Union. It was called the Cold War because the two enemies were not actively fighting one another. Rather, each side attempted to spread its form of government // way of life (U.S. - capitalism / democracy v. Soviet Union - Communism) across the globe. 

Who was in it? 
· United States of America (Democratic) 
· NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) (1949): An alliance of the democratic ‘Western’ nations who were allied with the United States. NATO was a military agreement and stated that if any one nation in NATO was attacked it would be considered an attack on all NATO nations. This was an example of the U.S. policy of containment. 
· NATO included Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, the United Kingdom, United States, Canada, Portugal, Italy, Norway, Denmark and Iceland. 
· The Soviet Union (Communist) 
· The Eastern Bloc: A term that refers to the various “satellite” nations in Eastern Europe that were under Soviet control. These included: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, East Germany, Hungary and Romania. 
· Warsaw Pact (1955): The Soviet equivalent of NATO, the Warsaw Pact was meant to protect all Soviet countries militarily. It included all the nations of the Eastern Bloc and the Soviet Union. 
· The Warsaw Pact was formed in response to Western Germany joining NATO in 1955. 
· Iron Curtain: A term that refers to the intense separation between the communist world and the western world during the Cold War. The Soviet Union tried very hard to limit contact between the Western and Communist worlds.
· Non-Aligned Nations (1960s): Some nations refused to become engaged in the Cold War. They stressed non-aggression, respect for civil rights, and not getting involved in other countries’ affairs. The Founding nations included Yugoslavia, India, Indonesia, Ghana and Egypt. 

[image: ]

Key Terms: 
Rebuilding: 
· Truman Doctrine (1947): United States Truman promised that the US would give financial and military assistance to any nation whose stability was threatened by the spread of communism. This was the doctrine that created the policy of Containment. 
· This idea was put to the test when both Greece and Turkey went through crisis (both economic and due to Communist guerillas) and Truman paid millions in aid to the two struggling countries - both of which remained Communist free.  
· Marshall Plan (1948): A plan to help revitalize Europe and the European economy after the destruction of WW2. The U.S. put 17$ billion (in today’s money that’s 160 billion) into European economies. 
· This money helped rebuild West Germany and make it an economic power. 

Conflicts: 
· Super Power: A term reserved for the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. both of which were so powerful that they were able to dominate international politics completely. 
· East Germany v West Germany (1949): England, France and the U.S. all gave up their claims to territory in 1949, leading to the creation of the nation of West Germany. The Soviet Union, however, did NOT give up Eastern Germany. The refusal of the Soviet Union to give up its territory signaled that the Cold War had begun. 
· Berlin Blockade // Berlin Airlift (1949): When the USSR refused to give up control of East Germany, the NATO countries still maintained control of West Berlin. Hoping to take control of West Berlin, the Soviet Union blockaded the city. In response the US and its allies began airlifting supplies into West Berlin. 
· Because neither side wanted War, the Soviets did not interfere with the airlift and after the NATO nations kept it up for a year, they lifted the blockade on West Berlin. 
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· Containment: The United States foreign policy during the first phase of the Cold War, the idea was to keep Communism from spreading into non-Communist nations. Because Communism was based on an idea of a proletariat revolution, the U.S. feared the Soviet Union would try to inspire revolutions in non-Communist countries. 




Chinese Communist Revolution 
· Communist Rise to Power (1936-1949): There was a 20 year war between Chinese communists and Chinese nationalists. It ended in 1949 with Communist victory and the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. 
· Mao Zedong: Mao was the leader of the Chinese communist party and effectively the dictator of China from 1949 until his death in 1976. 
· Mao created a cult of personality around himself. He was adored and worshiped by many Chinese. 
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· Great Leap Forward (1958-1961): A rapid industrialization of China’s economy. Many family farms were destroyed and peasants were forced to work on large government farms. 
· This was effectively Mao’s version of Stalin’s 5 year plans and collectivization. 
· Mao also created a command economy in China. 
· Cultural Revolution (1966-1976): An effort to purge China of any non-Communist thoughts or practices. This included an attack on traditional Chinese beliefs and Western thought. 
· Led to the murder of many of the country’s intellectuals and any political opponents. 
· The Red Guard: Youth groups around China that were dedicated to keeping China’s communism pure. They ended up acting as militia groups in Mao’s service. 

Korean War (1950 - 1953): 
· Background: After World War 2, two Korean governments were created. North Korea, above the 38th Parallel was supported by the Soviet Union and was Communist. The other, beneath the 38th Parallel was Democratic and supported by the U.S. 
· In 1950, North Korea (communist) invaded South Korea (democratic). South Korea was almost completely defeated until the US led a UN invasion to support South Korea. In an Armistice (peace treaty) was signed and a demilitarized border (buffer zone)  was set up between the two nations. 
· Impact: One of the first active wars of the Cold War. Although this was not DIRECTLY a war between the United States and the Soviet Union, both sides were obviously involved in the conflict. It showed the U.S. dedication to the idea of containment. 
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· Space Race: The Space Race was a competition between the U.S. and the Soviet Union to have superior space technology. This race was partially military (if the other side had space weapons, you needed to as well) but also symbolic (which side was able to conquer space first reflected which side was better in general). 
· Sputnik 1 (1957): The Soviet Union launched the first manmade satellite Sputnik in 1957. The satellite was able to broadcast scientific information back to the Soviets via radio. The launch Sputnik caught the U.S. by surprise and triggered the space race. 
· NASA (1958): NASA was the U.S.’s space program that was founded to develop technology and explore space flight etc. 
· Mutually Assured Destruction: An idea that, because both the US and the Soviet Union had a ton of nuclear weapons, if either country tried to strike the other, they would BOTH be able to destroy each other. This acted as a deterrent (a reason not to fight) and is one of the reasons the cold war stayed cold (without conflict). 
· Hungarian Revolution (1956): A student protest that sparked a nationwide revolution against the Communist government. The Hungarian government collapsed and a Soviet invasion required to reestablish communist control. 
· This revolt shows that not everyone in the Soviet Union accepted communist rule. 
· Vietnam War (1955-1975): A war between the Southern Vietnamese Government which was democratic and supported by the United States and the Northern Vietnamese who were communist and supported by the Soviet Union and China. 
· The United States became involved militarily in the 1960s. The lack of conflict DIRECTLY between the U.S. and Soviet Union shows why this is part of the cold war. 
· The Vietnam war was a particularly long and brutal war, with approximately 3 million Vietnamese dying. 
· North Vietnam was eventually able to conquer South Vietnam and unify the nation as a communist country. 
· Cuban Revolution (1953-1959): Fidel Castro led a Communist revolution against the dictatorship that was backed by the United States. After 6 years of fighting, the communists were eventually victorious and set up a communist government. 
· Cuban Missile Crisis (1962): The U.S. discovered that Cuba was attempting to set up Soviet Nuclear missiles on the island. The U.S. then blockaded the island with its navy. After tense negotiations an agreement was reached. This was the closest the U.S. and U.S.S.R. ever got to open combat. 
· Prague Spring (1968): A series of sweeping reforms and relaxing of government power that was proposed by the Czechoslovakian government. The Prague Spring led to widespread protests and revolts. 
· Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia (1968): The Soviet Union and various Satellite states invaded Czechoslovakia to put down the revolution. 
· Nicaragua and Sandinistas 
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