World War One: 

Background: The buildup to world war one - the M.A.I.N. reasons. 
· Militarism: During the early 20th century, European nations began building up large military and naval forces. 
a. Particularly, Britain and Germany were engaged in an arms race (a competition to have more and stronger weapons) that led to both nations having tremendously large navies. 
· Alliances: During the 19th century Europe was a web of alliances caused by both family lineage and politics. Many of these alliances demanded ‘mutual defense’ (joining a war to fight on your allie’s side). 
· When Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, the alliances dragged most of Europe into the conflict.
· Imperialism: The major European powers all had colonies and spheres of influence abroad. 
a. The European Nations all wanted to expand their imperial holdings and take territory away from each other. 
· Nationalism: Nationalism is a love of one’s country and in this case was the fuel for much of World War One. Also, specifically, the desire of Serbian nationalists to secede from Austria-Hungary led to the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 
· Multi-national Empires: Austria-Hungary and The Ottoman Empire were both Empires that contained a variety of Ethnic and National groups. The growth of nationalism destabilized both of these empires. 

Examples of Nationalism: 
China: 
· Revolution 1911: China overthrew the Qing Dynasty and created the Republic of China which replaced the Chinese Empire with a Parliamentary system.
· Sun Yat Sen: A symbol of Chinese nationalism and the first President of the Republic of China. 
Balkans: The Balkans were an incredibly diverse region of Europe that was under the control of the Austria-Hungarian Empire. Many ethnic groups in The Balkans wanted Independence.
· Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1914): A Serbian Independence fighter assassinated the Prince of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Austria-Hungary declared War on Serbia and the European alliances quickly brought the rest of the continent into the war. 
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World War I (1914-1918): World War 1 raged across Europe and the glove for 4 years. The advanced weaponry and large military build ups led to an intensely destructive war; nearly 11 million soldiers and 7 million civilians died during the fighting.  
· Central Powers: Germany, Italy, Austria, Ottoman empire 
· Allied Powers: France, England, Russia, (the U.S. joined this side in 1917). 
· Technology 
· Submarines (U-boats): The submarine became an incredibly important part of World War 1. 
· Trench Warfare: Because the weapons in World War 1 were incredibly powerful, most of the war was fought from fortified trenches. This led to a long, slow and incredibly deadly war with both sides fortified, barely moving and shelling one another. 
· Gas:  The use of chemical gases as a weapon was pioneered in WWI. Although easily countered with gas masks, gas was an incredibly painful way to die.
· Air Force: WWI was the first war to include the use of planes. Bombers were used to bomb enemy cities and troops while fighter planes were used to defend against enemy bombers. 
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· Russian Drops out of the War (March 1917): In 1917, the Russian government collapsed under the pressures of the war and communist agitation. Russia dropped out of the war.  
· Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918): The treaty where the new Soviet government dropped out of WWI.  
· Armenian Genocide (1915-1917): The systematic deportation and murder of Armenian Christians by the Ottoman Empire. Between 800,000 and 1.5 million Armenians were killed. 
· The Armenians were a Christian minority living in the largely Muslim Ottoman Empire. They were seen as a threat because the Empire felt they would switch sides and fight with Russia. 
· The Armenian men were forced to do heavy labor and then murdered, the women and children were taken on long marches through the desert without supplies. 
· The Armenian genocide was hidden by the Ottoman Empire and its existence is still denied by Turkey. [image: ]
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· Victory: The Allied powers were eventually able to defeat the Central Powers. 

Outcomes of the War: 
· Treaty of Versailles (1919): The Treaty that Ended WWI. 
· League of Nations: The League of nations was a multi-country council that was supposed to help resolve conflicts through diplomacy to avoid future wars. 
· Despite helping to create the league, the United States refused to join it. 
· The League did not have enough power to stop future conflict and was largely unsuccessful.  
· Treatment of Germany: The Allied countries were incredibly angry after the war and treated Germany incredibly harshly. This treatment left Germany crippled, poor and angry which set the stage for the rise of Hitler.  
a) Germany was forced to accept blame for starting the war. 
b) Germany was forced to pay billions of dollars of for the damage caused during the war. 
c) Germany was forced to get rid of their army
d) Germany was forced to give up valuable territory. 
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· Collapse of Empires: Both the Ottoman Empire and Austro-Hungarian Empire collapsed after WWI and splintered into a number of smaller countries centered around national groups. 
· Self-Determination: The idea that national/ethnic groups deserved their own countries. 
· New Countries: Because of the idea of self determination and the collapse of many empires, the following countries were formed: Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Turkey, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania. 
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· Other Effects: 
· Disillusionment: Many people had gone into World War 1 proud, patriotic and ready to serve their country. After heavy casualties and brutal warfare, the culture came out of World War 1 pessimistic and bitter. Art became darker and less hopeful. 
· Women’s Rights: Because of the great contributions many women made to the war effort during WWI, they were granted the right to vote in a variety of countries including Austria, Germany, Poland, Russia, The Netherlands and the United States. 

Russian Revolution: As mentioned above, during WWI the traditional Russian government collapsed and was replaced by the world’s first communist government. 
· Czar Nicholas II: The Czar (King) of Russia. He had led Russia through several military disasters (Russo-Japanese War, World War 1). 
· Revolution of 1905: After the loss of the Russo-Japanese War, there was lots of anger, protesting and violence against the government. 
· Effects of World War I: Russia was sustaining HEAVY losses in World War I (3.3 million) and the Russian people were extremely angry with the Russian monarchy. 
· The chaos caused by World War 1 allowed the rise of the Communist Government. 
· Bolshevik Revolution 
· Bolsheviks: The Bolsheviks were a group of extremist communist revolutionaries who wanted to destroy the Russian government to create a communist Utopia. 
· Vladimir Lenin: The Communist revolutionary and leader of the Bolsheviks. 
· Plan: Get Russia out of World War I, redistribute land across the country to peasants and the poor and help feed the hungry. 
· Abdication (1917): Czar Nicholas gave up power in 1917. 
· Nicholas was then executed in 1918.
· Civil War: The Russian Revolution was followed by a Civil War between pro and anti-communist forces. 
· Soviet Union (1922): After firmly establishing their dominance of Russia, the Communists created the Soviet Union, an alliance of communist states which was able to incorporate new members. 
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What is Communism? 
· A philosophy that states that the workers (proletariat) should be in control of the means of production (factories, farms etc.), instead of working for the upper class. 
· Destruction of private property: Instead of owning and selling goods, everyone takes only what they need and helps provides their skill to others.  
Was the Soviet Union Communist? 
· Although Communist in principal, the Soviet Union ended up being a dictatorship dominated by the Communist party. The Communist power controlled, owned everything and there was no room for opposition, or criticism. 
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