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1. Reasoning Through Language Arts

Read the excerpt, and answer the question that follows.
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1. Reasoning Through Language Arts continued
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Answer Explanations

1. Reasoning Through Language Arts Question Overview
This question requires you to comprehend Anne’s request and to make an inference about her character 
based on this understanding. You must use what is directly stated (dialogue) to determine what the 
author is suggesting about Anne. The question requires you to engage in thought processes to look 
beyond what is directly stated in the excerpt.

Answer Explanation

  Option A is correct. If you correctly selected this answer option, you likely read closely 
enough to understand that Anne asks to be called “Cordelia” because It is ”such a perfectly 
elegant name,” and she believes “Anne is such an unromantic name.” These details imply that 
Anne wishes to take this more “elegant” name in an effort to make her life more interesting.

 Option B is incorrect. If you chose this response, you likely recognize that Anne is upset by 
Marilla’s initial reaction to her arrival. However, she is not interacting with her peers in this 
excerpt, and there is no indication that she wishes to “fit in” better with her peers. Marilla is 
an adult and not Anne’s peer; Anne asks Marilla to call her another name because she thinks 
the name is more interesting and her own name is too plain.

 Option C is incorrect. If you opted for this response, you likely understand that Anne has not 
been able to find a permanent home. But she is not confused about her past (paragraph 9); 
Anne knows she is an orphan and has been sent to a new home to live with people she has 
never met. Anne is confused about her present situation, and the new home she has been 
sent to, crying when she thinks she is being rejected (paragraph 12).

 Option D is incorrect. If you picked this answer option, you might have expected someone in 
Anne’s position to be hesitant to share personal details. Anne, however. is very forthcoming 
when asked why she wishes to be called by another name, and she shares personal details 
about why she likes the new name (paragraph 22). She does not hesitate to respond to 
Marilla’s questions and is very outspoken and forthright.


